HALE BARNS Ward Conservative Newsletter

In touch
with

HALE BARNS

www.halebarnsconservatives.co.uk

Autumn 2011 - a newsletter from your Conservative Councillors

As Trafford freezes Council Tax for
the second year - Councillor Patrick
Myers discusses ‘The Road Ahead’
We all recognise that we are going through extraordinarily difficult economic times but local people have made it clear
that they rightly expect Trafford Council to deliver outstanding service and value for money.
Last year Conservative controlled Trafford Council was able to
maintain the delivery of the core services by carefully managing the
way in which it operates. The Council has undertaken a root and
branch overhaul of systems and procedures which has resulted in
major savings.
The last Labour Government’s reckless and irresponsible spending
has left us all paying the price. The money we should have available
now to spend here in Trafford was frittered away. Millions of pounds
went on IT projects that never saw the light of day. Even more went
on projects to reorganise the emergency services but will not happen!
However, despite having to make savings to pay for our contribution
towards Labour’s slash and burn approach to financial management,
we have neither sacked thousands of staff nor sold-off public parks to
developers.

The Great
Divide in
Education
The great divide in the
education debate is not
between Left and Right,
but those who excuse
failure and those who do
not. To raise standards
and extend opportunity
Graham Brady MP
we must challenge
underperformance and have the courage to allow
innovation and choice.
The Coalition Government has taken some steps in the
right direction. Rules on school discipline have been
improved, the curriculum strengthened, exams made
more rigorous and some school choice introduced. The
expansion of academy schools and Free Schools is
another important step forward.
However, if we are to revolutionise educational
opportunity for all, we must first be prepared to ask
uncomfortable questions.
For instance, why do 68% of state school educated
children in Kingston get five or more good GCSEs

Councillor Patrick Myers

The good news is that the 2012/2013 Council Tax bills will be frozen
for the second year in a row. By contrast, when Trafford was last
controlled by Labour, the Council Tax was hiked by 12.9% in just one
year.

ST AMBROSE COLLEGE
by Councillor Bernard Sharp

WELLGREEN LODGE

Residents are now able to see the progress of the new £24
million rebuild by contractors Balfour Beatty. I will
continue to see that the work advances with the least
amount of disruption. Being a Governor, I can quickly
deal with areas of concern regarding the construction and
progress of the building work, as I can deal directly with
the College and the contractors.

including English and Maths, while in Bristol only 40%
achieve this? Why does Buckinghamshire (67%)
outperform Oxfordshire (58%)? Research shows that
academic selection can raise standards in the selective
schools and in neighbouring non-selective schools. We
now have 40 years of evidence proving that areas with
selective schools as a whole tend to perform better. Year
after year the best results are achieved in Northern
Ireland, Trafford, Buckinghamshire, Redbridge, Sutton
and other selective or partly selective areas.
A good start could be made by giving academy schools
permission to select (on criteria including intellectual
ability) up to 20% of their intake, and the right to petition
the Secretary of State for permission to select an even
greater proportion in this way. In addition, once they are
up and running, consideration should be given to
allowing new grammar schools in some urban areas
where existing state provision is most deficient.

THE HALE BARNS SQUARE
Councillors Butt and Sharp at Wellgreen Lodge

Graham Brady MP & Michael Thompson, Headteacher watching construction

TIMPERLEY AREA &
BROOMWOOD PARTNERSHIP
The Ward covers a wide residential area including parts of
Hale & Timperley with 3 excellent Primary Schools,
Elmridge, Wellgreen and Cloverley. The Timperley area
and its community are particularly important to your Ward
Councillors and we always assist many residents with their
local issues or other concerns about the surrounding area.
Despite the difficult economic climate the village is a
pleasant and most attractive area and has great vitality
which is supported by the many individual traders. There
remains a concern regarding Ridgeway Road which has
indiscriminate parking and excessive speeding despite the
“road humps.

We supported the campaign by tenants and their families to
prevent the possible closure of Wellgreen Lodge.
A review of the scheme by Trafford Housing Trust earlier
this year had threatened its closure on economic
grounds. The review with input from the tenants and
Councillors resulted in the Trust announcing at a public
meeting in May this year that Wellgreen Lodge would
remain open. The news was greeted with delight by
campaigners and the local community.

UPDATE ON MANCHESTER
AIRPORT
Councillors Butt, Myers and Sharp in The Square

Currently the Airport is resurfacing the runway, which may
affect the flight pattern of aircraft movements at certain
times. We are pleased to report that unlike Knutsford,
Mobberley and parts of Stockport, we have very few noise
complaints. The traffic generated to the Airport, however
still causes us concern. We would be very happy to assist
Residents with any matters of concern.

We are well aware of the concerns regarding the lack of
progress of the redevelopment of this very “tired” site. It
can now be reported that at long last planning permission
has been granted. The legal formalities are very complex
and every effort is being made to finalise the contractual
arrangements and push for an early conclusion.

From your Councillors
Councillor Bernard Sharp

Councillor Dylan Butt

Councillor Patrick Myers

GREATER MANCHESTER
POLICE

INCREASED FUNDING FOR
REPAIRS TO OUR ROADS
AND PAVEMENTS

PRIMARY SCHOOL
SUCCESS

Each of the 10 Districts of Greater
Manchester has a representative on the
Police Authority and I am delighted
that I am Trafford’s member. It therefore follows that I
have a special interest in policing and crime and disorder
issues, not only in Trafford, but throughout the whole of
the County. Residents will know that the demand on
our police service is increasing because of the escalation
in social unrest. My work with the Police Authority,
whilst very fulfilling is therefore very demanding.
Whilst the recent riots
seriously affected the cities of
Manchester and Salford,
fortunately Trafford was
spared. Whilst we cannot be
complacent there is always
room for improvement. Crime
and disorder levels are
relatively low in Trafford and
particularly low in Hale Barns.
Councillor Sharp with Chief
Constable Peter Fahey
Trafford Division achieved the
lowest crime incidents
throughout the county. Despite the current funding
difficulties and the reorganisation of the policing model
and service, the Authority will continue to support the
very successful neighbourhood policing. Hopefully there
will be additional officers and support staff on the “front
line”
It follows that if residents have any concerns over
policing and law and disorder issues I am able to contact
the police at a very senior level.
Councillor Bernard Sharp
0161-928-6121
bernard.sharp@trafford.gov.uk

Repairs to Trafford's road network
received a boost this year with an
additional £473,000 funding from the Department for
Transport (DfT), as part of a £200 million Government
fund to help repair damage to the national and local road
networks caused by the adverse weather conditions last
winter.
The extra funding received from DfT represents a
significant contribution to the Council's own £990,000
budget.
It has enabled the Council to carry out highways works
helping to repair road defects, slow down the occurrence
of future defects and other improvements. These works
would have been reduced if the additional funding was
not provided by the DfT.
How some of the additional funding is being used:
•
•
•

£40,000 on highway maintenance preventative work
£200,000 to improve pavements to reduce the risk of
people tripping
£200,000 to fix clusters of potholes
Councillor Dylan Butt
0161-928-8813
dylan.butt@trafford.gov.uk

Trafford’s Primary Schools continue to
shine as shown by this year’s Key
Stage 2 SATS results.
The exam is taken by Year 6 pupils just prior to leaving
primary school.
The percentage of pupils achieving the expected Level 4
or above in English and mathematics rose by 2.4
percentage points on last year’s results to 83.3%. This
was the second highest in the country and the best in the
North West.
The percentage of children reaching a Level 4 or above
for reading and writing also rose compared to last year.
As Chair of Governors at
Well Green Primary School,
I recognise the importance
of the results. We are
committed to ensuring that
all our schoolchildren in
Trafford
fulfil
their
potential. These stunning
results are due not only to
the
hard
work
and
commitment of the pupils
and teachers but also to the
support and encouragement
of their parents. We are not complacent though and
teachers and pupils will be working hard to do even
better next year.
Councillor Patrick Myers
0161-929-8389(W) 0161-928-0562(H)
patrick.myers@trafford.gov.uk

HALE BARNS WEB-SITE
UP AND RUNNING
The new web site which can be found at
www.halebarnsconservatives.co.uk is now up and running
and provides details of news and developments within the
Hale Barns ward including forthcoming social events.
The Hale Barns Conservative Committee meets each
month (except August) and produces two In Touch
newsletters that are distributed in the ward. You can find
by clicking on the Get Involved page of the web site
details of how you could join us and help or simply
receive details of our activities. All help and assistance is
gratefully received whether it involves delivering or
canvassing at election time or simply wishing to know
what is going on.
The web site currently features updates from your three
local councillors as to what is going on at Trafford
council and within the ward.
We are fortunate to have Graham Brady as our Member
of Parliament representing the Altrincham and Sale
Constituency and we hope to feature news from him as to
what is going on at Westminster.

Are you a Community,
voluntary, faith or
social enterprise working
in Hale Barns?
Trafford Council and the Trafford Partnership have
appointed Voluntary Community Action Trafford
(VCAT) and blue SCI to support the development of the
voluntary and community sector (the third sector) across
the borough. VCAT and blue SCI are two long
established local organisations in Trafford that have a
successful track record in supporting and developing
community, voluntary, faith groups and social
enterprises.

Would you like to help
us, please?
A strong, active support team is needed to help our three local
Conservative Councillors and to keep Trafford Borough
Council Conservative. Please vote Conservative in local and
national elections.
If you would like to help us, please send this coupon to:
Hale Barns Conservatives, Thatcher House, Green Lane,
Timperley, WA15 8QW
or email: office@altsaletory.demon.co.uk

Pledge to vote Conservative

Over the next three years, the VCAT, blue SCI
partnership will:-

Join local Conservatives

- Increase the skills and capacity of local groups so that
they can successfully bid for, design and run services
that better reflect what local people need and want.

Deliver a few leaflets locally

- Reduce the number of organisations facing financial
risk and ensure that these organisations get the most
return on their investment.

Make a donation

As you can see from this current edition of In Touch there
are many new and interesting developments that are
currently going on or are planned within Hale Barns
including the exciting construction at St. Ambrose
College.

- Work with local communities to identify and build
local leaders and ensure that local people and
communities will have a stronger say in designing
and running services.

Please take a look at the web site on:
www.halebarnsconservatives.co.uk

- Develop a coordinated approach to volunteering and
improve volunteering opportunities for local people.

Display a poster at elections

Receive campaign updates
Name ………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………….
Address
……………………………………………………….

Member of Parliament: Graham Brady

..……………………………….…………………..…

For appointments: Tel 0161 904 8828
or email: office@altsaletory.demon.co.uk

………………………………………………………
…………………………………………….…………
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